THE MIDDLE YEARS
people; I am shy of them; each acquaintance, even
a formal one, is a piece of work for me. All this has
made politics and public activity harder for me
than for many others. Why did I do it then ? Because
I had to; of course that is easily said, but if I say
it it is not an excuse or an apology. You see from all
my books, pamphlets, and articles, from all my
work, that I have never interfered in matters which
were not important and topical and which were not
part of the problem of my own life. Since I came to
Prague in 1882 I have been collecting more and
still more experience. I am grateful to Fate for the
fullness of my life.
The 'Nineties
When I look back on the 'nineties now I see
what a time of ferment it was. And of course I
do not reckon the period 1890-1900 to the minute.
Just consider the disintegration in the political
parties. Up to that time we had really only had two
parties, the Old Czechs and the Young Czechs.
Then the Old Czech Party degenerated; it was the
decline of the old bourgeois patricians; the Young
Czechs were rather the Party of the new, rising
class, more rural and radical. Between 1889 and
1891 the Young Czechs had a majority over the
Old Czechs in the Diet and in Parliament. Till
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